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rinciples of Medical Ethics
£ the
mervican Medical Asssciation

{‘haptey I Secticn 1,

“fatience and delicacy should characterize all the acts of
a physician, The confidences concerning individual or domestic
life entrusted by = patient to 2 physician and the defects of disposi~
tion «v flaws of character observed in patients during medical
~ttendance should be held as a trust and should never be revealed
except when imperatively required by the lawe of the state. There
are occasions, however, when a physician must determine whether
or nat his duty te society requires him to take definite action to
orotect a healthy individual from becoming infected, baecause the
physician has knowledge, ~btained thr-ugh the confidences entrusted
to him as a physician, of 2 communicable disease to which the
healthy individual is abcut to be exposed. In such a case, the
physician should act as he would desire another to act toward one
of his own family under like circumstances. Before he determines
his course, the physician should know the civil law of his comrasn«
wealth concerning privileged communications.”
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